
Dance	Alliance	Elite	Information	 

Can anyone audition? Yes! We welcome everyone ages 5 and older (any	students	
younger	than	this	can	only	audition	by	teacher	invitation	and	must	attach	their	
recommendation	form	to	their	application).	We	understand	that	all	dancers	come	
from	different	backgrounds	and	are	opening	up	the	audition	to	all	of	our	past	
students	as	well	as	new	students	with	different	levels	of	experience.	 

What will the audition process be like? The	audition	is	a	2-day	process.	Please	arrive	
at	least	10	min	early	to	auditions	to	sign	in,	pay	the	$20	audition	fee	(covers	both	
days-no	refunds),	and	get	your	dancers	audition	number.	Day	1	will	consist	of	
learning	across	the	floor	combinations	and	1	or	2	short	choreography	sessions	in	
two	different	styles	of	dance.	Day	2	will	be	the	actual	audition	where	the	
combinations	learned	on	day	1	are	performed	for	the	judges.	*Due	to	COVID19,	
2020-2021	Auditions	will	be	by	video	submission	only.	Please	see	directions	for	this	
under	the	application	form	link	on	the	“Elite”	page	of	our	website.	
www.Dancealliance805.com 

What will the judges be looking for? The	judges	will	be	looking	for	dancers	with	
proper	technique	to	execute	movement	and	those	who	can	pick	up	choreography	
quickly.	They	will	also	be	looking	for	dancers	who	show	strong	performance	skills,	
determination	and	potential	for	growth.	 

What should my child bring to the audition? Dancers	should	arrive	at	the	audition	
performance	ready.	Girls	must	have	their	hair	pulled	back	and	out	of	their	face.	
Dancers	should	wear	tight	clothing	that	allows	the	judges	to	see	their	body	
movement.	Appropriate	shoes	include:	jazz	shoes,	foot	undies	or	ballet	shoes.	No	
socks	will	be	allowed.	They	may	bring	dance	bags	with	water	and	a	snack	for	short	
water	breaks	throughout	the	audition.	Cell	phones	should	be	turned	off	and	stored	
away	until	the	audition	process	is	over. 

Can I stay and watch my child audition? We will not allow any parents in the room for 
the audition in order to maintain a distraction free, professional environment. The	lobby	
monitors	will	also	be	turned	off	to	keep	the	audition	private.	 

When	and	how	will	I	know	if	my	child	made	the	company?	The	list	will	be	posted	on	
the	website,	in	the	studio	window	and/or	the	Facebook	page	within	one	week	from	
tryouts.	
	
Is	my	child	guaranteed	a	spot	on	the	team	if	he/she	auditions?	No.	We	welcome	all	
dancers	to	audition	for	the	experience.	However,	a	panel	of	judges	will	specifically	
choose	the	team.	We	encourage	any	dancers	who	don’t	make	the	team	to	continue	to	
train	and	try	again	next	year!		
	
What	will	my	child	gain	from	being	on	the	Dance	Alliance	Elite?	Dance	Alliance	will	
be	an	exciting,	enjoyable	experience	lead	by	Miss	Ashley	and	other	Dance	Alliance	



teachers.	Dancers	will	be	taught	to	work	as	a	team	while	gaining	character,	
confidence	and	advanced	training.	Ultimately,	they	will	grow	together	and	become	
one	big	happy	family!	
	
How	do	age	divisions	work	for	Dance	Alliance	Elite	members?	We	will	group	the	
dancers	together	similar	to	the	age	divisions	they	will	compete	in.	It	is	important	to	
know	which	division	your	dancer	is	in	as	it	will	be	used	as	a	reference	point	
throughout	the	entire	year.	Dancers	will	be	auditioning	with	their	age	group	as	of	
January	1st	and	considered	in	that	division	for	summer	class	requirements	unless	
specified	otherwise	by	a	teacher.		

Minis	(7	and	under)	

Petites	(8-9)	

Juniors	(10-12)	

Teens	(13-15)	

Seniors	(16-19)	

	

What are the summer class requirements for Dance Alliance Elite members? Dance	
Alliance	Elite	will	attend	camps	July-August.	They	are	required	to	take	2	out	of	the	3	
summer	camps	as	well	as	attend	a	weekly	team	practice.	These	practices	are	
mandatory.	Juniors,	Teens	and	Seniors	will	practice	at	least	6	hours	a	week	while	
Minis	and	Petites	will	practice	about	4	hours	a	week.	Team	bonding	days	are	TBD.	
We	try	to	schedule	classes	Mon-Thurs	to	allow	vacation	time	on	the	weekends	but	
this	is	not	guaranteed.	Ask	the	front	desk	or	visit	the	website	to	see	if	the	summer	
schedule	has	been	released.		

What	happens	if	my	child	misses	a	mandatory	summer	practice?	We	will	allow	3	
hours	of	missed	classes	throughout	the	entire	summer.	After	4	hours	of	absences	the	
dancers	are	required	to	schedule	a	one-hour	private	lesson	with	one	of	their	
summer	instructors	which	will	cost	between	$55-65/hr	depending	on	their	
personal	rates.	The	dancers	will	be	put	on	probation	or	dropped	from	the	team	
immediately	if	they	do	not	make	up	their	absence	with	a	private	lesson.	If	they	miss	
more	than	that	they	may	be	considered	for	being	dropped	from	the	team	even	with	
private	lessons.	There	are	not	refunds	for	failure	to	show	up	for	a	scheduled	private	
lesson	and	it	must	be	rescheduled	immediately.	 

What are the fall class requirements for Dance Alliance members? Each	age	group	will	
have	different	requirements.	Minis	&	Petites	are	required	to	take	2	Ballet	and	2	Jazz	
classes.	Juniors,	Teens,	&	Seniors	will	have	closer	to	6	class	requirements	depending	



on	the	fall	schedule.	This	does	NOT	include	the	practices	for	competition	dances,	
which	are	currently	held	on	Thursday	evenings.	 

Can my dancer take the required classes at a different dance studio? No. We want to get 
to know each dancer individually and need them to get to know our teachers’ styles as 
well. They	must	represent	our	studio	and	become	a	Dance	Alliance	Elite	trained	
company	member.	 

Will they have extra rehearsals? It	is	highly	likely	that	dancers	will	be	asked	to	come	
to	the	studio	for	extra	rehearsals	prior	to	competition	season.	These	will	most	likely	
be	held	after	their	weekly	classes	on	Fridays,	Saturdays	or	Sundays.	These	will	be	
mandatory	and	come	with	additional	class	fees.	Choreography	Rehearsals	are	
absolutely	mandatory.	If	a	dancer	misses	a	choreography	rehearsal	they	will	be	
dropped	from	that	dance	immediately	(no	refunds	for	the	choreography	fee).	They	
are	expected	to	miss	any	other	personal	events/obligations	in	order	to	attend	a	
choreography	rehearsal.	These	are	the	most	important	rehearsals	of	the	year.	Illness	
is	not	excused	on	these	days	only.	They	will	still	be	expected	to	come	to	the	entire	
practice	and	watch/video	to	learn	the	dance.	 

How many competition dances will my child be in? Each	Dance	Alliance	Elite	member	
is	only	guaranteed	to	be	in	one	competition	dance.	Dances	will	be	chosen	after	they	
are	observed	by	their	teachers	in	auditions	and	the	first	month	of	summer	classes.	
There	will	be	anywhere	from	1-15	group	dances	for	the	upcoming	season.	Minis	&	
Petites	average	3-5	group	dances	while	Teens	&	Seniors	average	6-8	dances. 

Can my child do a solo? If	your	dancer	is	interested	in	competing	a	solo	they	will	
have	a	separate	audition	where	they	will	perform	a	30sec	dance	(self-	
choreographed)	for	judges.	Their	teachers	will	choose	the	style	and	choreographer	
of	their	solo	if	they	make	it.	Please	keep	in	mind	the	solo	entrance	fees	below	as	well	
as	the	choreography	and	private	lesson	costs.	30min-1hr	minimum	private	lessons	
are	required	each	week	to	maintain	a	solo.	 

Does my child have to participate in every dance he/she makes? No	but	it	is	highly	
encouraged.	After	choreographers	announce	their	dances	with	the	dancers	they	
have	chosen	you	will	have	3	days	to	make	your	decision	and	sign	the	commitment	
form.		

Can	I	request	my	child	be	in	more	dances	than	she/he	gets	picked	for?	No.	Please	do	
not	contact	the	studio	or	teachers	if	you	are	not	satisfied.	We	understand	the	
emotions	that	go	behind	auditions	and	dances	but	this	is	not	up	for	discussion.	We	
expect	dancers	and	parents	to	be	happy	and	encouraging	of	everyone	on	the	team	
and	think	overcoming	jealousy	is	an	important	life	skill.	Questioning	or	arguing	with	
their	teacher’s	decisions	or	starting	drama/gossip	with	other	parents	will	put	your	
child	at	risk	of	being	removed	from	the	team.	 



If my child is involved in another sport can he/she come late to practices and be excused 
for games? No. We are looking for a serious group of dancers willing and wanting to 
dedicate their time completely to dance. If they are involved in another sport it should not 
conflict with any rehearsals or	competitions.	Dance	should	come	first	over	any	other	
sport.		

What is the attendance policy? As stated above, we want Dance Alliance to be 
represented by strongly committed dancers. They will be allowed 3 excused absences 
throughout the dance year September-Recital. Any serious reasons for more absences can 
be discussed with the teachers in person or via email. Failure to show up to class may 
result in removal from the Elite team. 

What	will	be	the	cost	of	classes	for	competition	dances?	Classes	will	have	the	
standard	cost	and	payment	schedule	in	line	with	the	rest	of	the	classes	at	the	studio.	 

Are	we	required	to	purchase	costumes	for	their	dances?	Yes,	each	company	dance	
will	have	a	different	costume	ranging	from	$50-$150.	Rhinestone	costs	$30-60	may	
be	added	if	the	choreographer	desires	but	are	not	typical	on	costumes	other	than	
solos.	The	studio	has	the	right	to	add	costs	to	entry	fees	to	cover	their	time	spent	
ordering	and	organizing	costumes.	 

Where and when are the competitions we will be attending? We	plan	to	participate	in	3-
7	competitions	this	dance	season.	Competitions	will	fall	on	Thursdays	-	Saturdays	of	
January-May	(specifics	to	be	determined)	and	will	all	be	within	a	drivable	distance	
in	the	southern	California	area	(1-4hrs	max).	Dancers	typically	do	not	perform	on	
every	single	day	of	the	competition	weekend	and	will	only	be	required	to	attend	the	
days	they	dance	on.	We	will	also	plan	to	attend	a	Nationals	in	July.	Not	every	soloist	
or	dance	is	guaranteed	to	be	taken	to	Nationals.	 

Do I have to attend every competition? Parents	are	not	required	to	attend	every	
competition	with	their	dancer.	Dancers	can	carpool	with	other	team	members	if	
needed	but	their	teachers	are	not	responsible	for	‘babysitting’	them	at	these	events.	
Dancers	will	NOT	be	excused	from	any	competitions	but	may	be	suspended	from	a	
competition	due	to	poor	behavior	or	absences.	Entry	fees	will	not	be	refunded	to	
suspended	dancers	and	they	will	still	be	required	to	attend	the	competition	to	
support	their	team.	 

What are the competition expenses? Each	competition	will	include	an	entrance	fee	for	
every	dance.	Group	dances	are	generally	$45-$65,	duos/trios	$60-90	and	solos	$90-
$150.	Entrance	fees	will	be	due	prior	to	the	competitions	or	dancers	will	be	
suspended	from	performing.	The	studio	has	the	right	to	add	costs	to	entry	fees	to	
cover	their	time	spent	scheduling	and	organizing	competitions.	 

How	long	are	competitions?	Exact	call	times	for	dancers	are	usually	not	announced	
by	the	competition	until	a	week	prior.	Plan	for	an	all	day	event	to	avoid	any	trouble.	
Dancers	will	be	excused	after	the	award	ceremony	for	their	last	dance.	



	

Are there other additional expenses? Dance	Alliance	Elite	jackets	and	bags	are	
required	team	apparel.	Jackets	are	around	$150	while	bags	are	around	$50	.	There	
will	be	additional	costs	added	for	extra	rehearsals	(around	$10/hr)	you	can	expect	
your	dancer	to	have	at	least	8	of	these	throughout	the	year	if	not	more.	Each	dance	
they	are	in	will	come	with	a	one-time	choreography	fee.	This	will	range	from	$40-	
200	depending	on	the	choreographer.	We	may	also	have	a	picture	day	which	will	
range	from	around	$25-75.	If	we	bring	in	master	teachers	these	classes	will	be	an	
additional	$10-30	to	what	is	already	paid	for	for	the	class.	Periodically	we	will	ask	
every	dancer	to	bring	in	$5	for	pizza	or	ask	for	donations	for	unexpected	costs.	Any	
dances	with	props	will	be	splitting	the	cost	of	the	prop	between	each	dancer	in	that	
piece.		

Will	there	be	any	fundraisers	to	help	cover	these	costs?	Fundraisers	are	not	
guaranteed	but	will	be	considered	if	desired.	Proceeds	from	fundraisers	will	be	split	
amongst	each	dancer	that	participated.	If	organized	by	Ashley	the	studio	will	take	a	
small	portion	out	of	the	money	raised	before	it	is	split	between	dancers.	 

Are	there	other	events	the	dancers	will	perform	in?	Elite	dancers	will	always	
perform	in	the	recital	and	competitions	however	we	often	perform	at	other	events	
as	guests	during	the	year.	For	example,	the	Camarillo	Christmas	Parade,	NPHS	dance	
concerts	and	Rancho	Campana	dance	concerts	are	all	events	we	have	or	are	going	to	
perform	in.	 

What	is	a	dance	convention?	Is	my	dancer	required	to	attend?	Dance	conventions	
are	events	typically	tied	to	competitions	where	dancers	take	classes	all	day	by	
specialty,	famous	teachers	in	the	dance	world.	This	is	a	great	experience	for	dancers	
to	grow.	Some	conventions	are	required	by	competitions	in	order	for	the	dancers	to	
be	eligible	to	compete.	In	this	case,	the	convention	will	be	required	otherwise	it	will	
be	optional.	Conventions	typically	range	from	$175-$400	depending	on	how	many	
days	the	dancers	attend.	 

 

	
	


